
 

 
 
 
 
 

Background 

The Numbers of Patients Registered at a GP Practice is a quarterly NHS Digital 
publication which consists of a multiple table output showing counts of patients at GP 
practices by location, gender and age. 

 

Data Collection and Burden 

Data are extracted as a quarterly snapshot in time from the GP Payments system 
maintained by NHS Digital. 

 

Timeliness  

This report shows the latest set of counts of patients registered with a GP. Data was 
extracted in the published month and is an accurate snapshot as at the first day of the 
month (in this case, 1st January 2017). The data tables were published on 17th January. 

 

Accessibility 

This report is published on the NHS Digital website every quarter and all the data tables 
are available free of charge. 

For the LSOA counts, there are separate files for male, female and person counts. There 
is also an additional (tall) machine readable version provided. 

 

Confidentiality  

Unlike previous versions of this report (October 2015 and earlier), there is no suppression 
of data for GP Practices with 100 or fewer registered patients. This was done by removing 
the GP practice record from the published data tables. 

The original reason for the suppression was possible identification of individuals when data 
is linked to other datasets. It is thought that the risk of linkage to other datasets requires 
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the other dataset to be potentially disclosive data as this report only contains counts of 
patients at a practice. 

Many of the small practices are those that are closing or opening and registrations are at a 
low level at that time due to the removal / addition of patients being underway. In these 
cases identification by linkage would be almost impossible as it is a fluctuating scenario.  

This report now provides a complete account for patients at practices.  

 

Comparability 

NHS Digital publishes a report for each financial quarter, which is a snapshot of the counts 
at that time, which is always extracted based on the first day of each quarter. Therefore, 
counts are prone to fluctuations on a daily basis as it is a live system and counts can differ 
significantly between quarters. 

 

Accuracy 

Update 1: 2001 LSOA codes appeared in July 2016 issue of report 
 
2001 LSOA codes were used instead of the 2011 LSOA codes. Overall patient counts 
were unaffected by this error, only the assignment of LSOA codes.  
The tables were replaced with corrected data tables on 23 Aug 2016, the file names of the 
corrected csv tables end in ‘_V2’.  
The incorrect data were available between 19 July 2016 and 23 Aug 2016. The error 
affected the following tables:  
 

• Numbers of Patients Registered at a GP Practice – July 2016: LSOA  

• Numbers of Patients Registered at a GP Practice – July 2016: LSOA Female  

• Numbers of Patients Registered at a GP Practice – July 2016: LSOA Male  

• Numbers of Patients Registered at a GP Practice – July 2016: Totals by LSOA, 
Alternative format (vertical list)  

 
General Note: The term ‘NO2011’ in the LSOA files means no valid LSOA code could be 
extracted from these patient registration records. Data in this publication are based on the 
2011 version of the LSOA code list. 
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